














VALUE OF TOURISM

Tourism impacts every aspect of our community. Its revenue is vital to the success
of our businesses. There is great value in visitors telling their friends and family
about St. Petersburg/Clearwater. It generates billions of dollars in revenue that is
the driving force of our economy. From 2002 to 2009, visitors to the area contributed
over $13 billion to the local economy.
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Tourism is the area’s #1 employer. There are 81,430 Pinellas County residents who
have jobs related, in some way, to our visitors. From restaurants to flower shops,
education programs to museums, tourism impacts it all.

Tourism Impact

Impact 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009
Resort Tax Collections (fiscal year) $18,602,260 $23,378,525 $25,638,311 $26,353,771 $24,252,579
Area Residents Employed in Tourism* 85,395 83,539 85,800 83,460 81,430

Area Wages Generated by Tourism* $2,880,342,416  $2,927,858,591  $3,072,427,879  $3,088,969,000 $2,973,020,600

*Direct and Indirect
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