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Clearwater Regional Chamber of Commerce 
As a way to showcase all there is to see and do in the Sunshine State, VISIT FLORIDA operates the five 
Official Florida Welcome Centers – four of which are located at strategic points along I-10 and the fifth is 
housed within the State Capitol in Tallahassee.  With more than 2.5 million visitors stopping into the 
Welcome Centers each year, they represent a tremendous opportunity for VISIT FLORIDA’s tourism 
industry Partners to share their messaging with a significant portion of the state’s driving travelers. 
I am very pleased to announce that this week a groundbreaking new art exhibit featuring the Clearwater 
Dolphins has opened at each of the four highway Welcome Centers.  These displays represent the first 
time the Florida Department of Transportation, which maintains the property around the Welcome 
Centers, has agreed to allow VISIT FLORIDA to place tourism-related items on the exterior of the 
buildings.  In partnership with DOT, the Clearwater Regional Chamber of Commerce and the City of 
Clearwater, Florida’s Official Welcome Centers are now the new home to four of the 6’ fiberglass 
dolphins for the next year. The signage on the dolphins contain a QR Code directing visitors to our 
countywide dolphin trail. The State Welcome Centers also have a unique postcard and our 2013 Visitor 
Guides to direct tourist to our area.  
  

St. Petersburg Chamber of Commerce 
SPCC enjoyed partnering with VSPC to distribute information during the Grand Prix.  1,000 copies of the 
‘Burg Bargain Books were distributed over the weekend and SPCC partnered with VSPC social media 
team and YELP! to tweet deals.  Feedback varied by location but all expressed interest in participating in 
similar initiatives in the future. 
 
Association of Volleyball Professionals (AVP) made the formal announcement that they have selected St. 
Petersburg, FL as the site for their only 2013 East Coast Tournament.  This tournament will take place 
September 13-15 and the Chamber will be highly involved in planning and promoting this event. 
 
A grant application was completed by SPCC and was submitted to the Deepwater Horizon Fund Council 
to accompany the 2013 AVP Tournament.  A decision about the funds awarded will be made late April 
2013.  
 
The SPCC Visitor Advisory Council met on Thursday, April 11th and identified a list of community 
stakeholders that will be contacted for interviews in the coming months.  This list spans multiple sectors 
of the industry and these interviews seek to identify necessary information to complete a tourism SWOT 
and strategic plan. 
 
St. Petersburg welcomes a variety of events over the next month including The Blues Festival (April 19-
21), Mainsail Arts Festival (April 20 & 21), and St. Anthony’s Triathlon (April  26-27).  
 
 
 
 



 

Tampa Bay Beaches Chamber of Commerce  
May 7th National Tourism Lunch at Sheraton Sand Key.  Speakers are: Carol Dover, CEO FRLA; Will 
Seccombe, CEO Visit FL; Bill Lupfer, CEO-FL Attractions Association; and Stephen Fitzgerald, Traveocity. 
  
May 19th Spirit of Hospitality Beach Games, Bilmar Beach Resort 
  
New Website has launched, with enhanced partner listings, video and a more user friendly experience 
for visitors. 
  
 

Tarpon Springs Chamber of Commerce 
APRIL 18 – MUSIC ON THE BEACH FEATURING “The Tarpon Springs High School Jazz Ensemble”, 7:00 – 
9:00 pm.  Free.  Bring chairs or blanket and picnic.  Food available.  No pets or alcohol.  Free shuttle from 
TS High School.  www.TSRDonline.com.  
 
April 27 – 10:00 am – 2:00 pm - City of Tarpon Springs Touch A Truck and Arbor Day Celebration on 
Lemon Street - Tarpon Springs Public Library 
 
April 27- 4:00 – 8:00 pm - Wine Walk Downtown and Sponge Docks.  Tarpon Springs Chamber of 
Commerce 727-937-6109. 
 
May 10 - Ricky Nelson Remembered - Featuring Matthew & Gunnar Nelson.  www.tarponarts.org. 
 
 

Upper Tampa Bay Regional Chamber of Commerce in Oldsmar 
The Upper Tampa Bay Chamber of Commerce is hosting a Mega-Mixer and Trade Show to celebrate the 
Grand Opening of the Hampton Inn located at 4017 Tampa Road, Oldsmar on Wednesday April 17, from 
5 to 9 pm.  The Hampton Inn is Oldsmar’s fifth and largest hotel with 110 rooms and full of modern 
amenities.  The hotel also boasts the city’s largest conference room/banquet space with over 3,000 sq 
feet of room. This event is free and open to the public.  Reservations are not required. You can visit the 
chamber website at www.utbchamber.com or call the chamber at 813 855-4233 for additional 
information.   

 

http://www.tsrdonline.com/
http://tarponarts.org/events/?event_id=152
http://www.utbchamber.com/

