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EDUCATION 

 

Industry Partnerships 

Leadership St. Petersburg (LSP) is one of the oldest leadership programs in America and a 

division of the St. Petersburg Area Chamber of Commerce St. Pete. It is an intensive, interactive, 

six-month experience designed to promote and enhance community leadership through an in-

depth introduction to social, economic, business and political issues in the St. Petersburg area. I 

was in the class of 2012 and wanted to continue to be involved and have been on the mini 

version of LSP called FOCUS. This is a three day concentrated program with many of the same 

fundamentals; geared towards relocated executives who gain significant value by being quickly 

immersed into their new community.  In addition to putting together the speaker sessions and 

coordinating industry leaders for them to meet, we hosted a comprehensive, but whirlwind tour 

of the greater St. Petersburg area. 

 

Great American Teach-In is a special day each year when thousands of people across America 

take time to share their careers with students from elementary to high school. I’ve been 

participating since joining VSPC and have thoroughly enjoyed talking about tourism and the 

wide range of career opportunities that are available pretty much in anything they might be 

interested in. This year Rosemarie Payne and I double teamed and spoke to six different 

Clearwater High School classes enrolled in the tourism and recreation programs. We both have a 

greater appreciation of the role teachers have with today’s youth and keeping their attention.  

 

Going into a third year of partnering with Tampa Airport staff,  I’ve been hosting their Welcome 

Center volunteers in Pinellas County on familiarization tours ( FAMs). We know 65% of our 

visitors deplane at TPA so it is in our best interest to make sure our ambassadors at the airport 

are as knowledgeable about Pinellas as possible. This month’s trip was exploring some history in 

mid-County. We started with an excellent docent tour by a former Marine, of the Armed Forces 

History Museum. Later we split into several groups and were given history lessons through 

Heritage Village by volunteers dressed in period pieces. Our last stop was supposed to be the 

Holiday Lights at the Botanical Gardens. Although an intense Florida rain storm cut that short, 

we still had a brief introduction of services provided and a warm invitation to return another time 

(which I know several did, as I ran into them on one of my visits to the light show).  

 

Professional Development 

Ringling College of Art + Design debut a very unique conference that had been going on in the 

Netherlands for the last 15 years.  The concept was similar to the hugely successful TED series 

out of California, 16 speakers on a theater stage for 20 minutes each, plus very creative surprises 

in-between (sword swallowing and chocolate tastings to name a few).  PINC, which stands for 

People, Ideas, Nature, Creativity, had 438 participants from 11 countries this year and speakers 

who are passionate about their diverse interests, from neuroscience to book design. Their brief: 

to "stimulate the audience to consider novel perspectives and rethink their actions". We were 

very fortunate to have several VSPC staff represented and have our creative juices tapped.  
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Value of Tourism Presentation 

St. Petersburg College Hospitality & Tourism Career Exploration, Seminole Campus 

St. Petersburg College Hospitality & Tourism class, St. Petersburg downtown 

 

 

HOSPITALIY 

 

VSPC Representation  

 TDC monthly meeting 

 Stavros Committee Meeting & Osceola High School tech visit 

 SKAL dinner for Tourism GM’s 

 World Partnerships meet and greet, Taita Taveta (Kenya) County Assembly 

 World Partnerships, Fullbright visitors 

 Tampa Bay Beaches Chamber (TBBC0C) Board meeting 

 TBBCoC mixer John’s Pass, Alma and Bubba Gumps 

 Heritage Village Boat Shop meeting 

 Bikepath Country meeting 

 TBBCoC “Be Thankful” breakfast (for non-profits) 

 Tampa Airport ground breaking 

 Pinellas County Employee Appreciation Pig Roast 

 TBBCoC Leadership Institute at Bright House Networks 

 Latin America presentation for St. Petersburg hoteliers 

 VSPC Annual Marketing Meeting 

 Pinellas Park Chamber to meet new President, Suesan Sullivan 

 FRLA Extravelganza 

 Treasure Island Sanding Ovations 

 BLUE Ocean Conservation Film Festival, Volunteered, attended numerous events, set up 

VSPC welcome table 

  


