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Chamber Reports 
November/December 2009 

 
 
Clearwater Beach Chamber of Commerce  
The Chamber elected new Directors to be seated for 2010.   
 
Our Executive Director attended the CVB Advertising Meeting at Safety Harbor Spa and came back very 
excited about the wonderful new advertising promotions based on last year’s creative ideas.  
 
We held our Annual End of Hurricane Season Mingle hosted by the Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites, 
Clearwater Beach.  A record number of members and guests enjoyed an exciting evening of networking 
and socializing with surprise entertainment by the Busch Garden Sheiks.  The tourism industry was 
spared any loss of business due to hurricanes this past season so we had an extra special reason to 
celebrate.   
 
Clearwater Beach was host to the Ironman competition.  Many Chamber members volunteered to help 
with this event that brings visitors from all over the world to Clearwater Beach. 
The Chamber continued its service of supplying goody bags, this time for a boat club that rendezvoused 
in our City Marina.    
 
The Chamber welcomed three new Beach Ambassadors to our Visitor’s Center.  These volunteers serve 
as our official greeters and information specialists.   
 
The Chamber has been and is still currently studying the possible realignment of some beach streets to 
one-way pairs.  The major concern is the safety of our tourists.  Another current issue is the Reverter 
Clause affecting the City Marina, housing the largest fishing fleet on the West Coast of Florida and home 
to most of the beach attractions.  It is in the best interest of the tourism industry to assure that this 
remains a public facility. 
 
The Clearwater Beach Chamber continues to work with Clearwater Regional Chamber and our City in 
creating revised codes for sandwich boards and banner signs.  This is an important issue of proposed 
changes that are needed to help businesses city-wide.  
 
The Chamber is working with Floridians for Smarter Growth and will be holding a public seminar in Feb. 
at the Harborview Center in Clearwater for area business people to find out more about Amendment 4 
(Hometown Democracy).    
 
On Dec. 15th the Chamber will hold its Annual Membership Meeting and Holiday Breakfast at the Hilton 
Clearwater Beach Resort.  At this meeting Officers will be elected for the 2010 term.  The Chamber’s 
Annual Beautification Award and other awards will be presented.  It’s has been a Chamber tradition for 
many years at this event to collect baby items to be distributed by RCS Food Pantry.    
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CLEARWATER REGIONAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
Ironman - Showcased Pinellas County again.  The CRCC hosted Ironman management, county 
commissioners, City of Clearwater Council Members & Staff, Largo City Council Members, Sponsors, 
Athletes and CVB Staff.  We also collaborated with the Largo/Mid Pinellas Chamber of Commerce to 
notify businesses in the Tri-City Plaza area about road closure.  CRCC also supplied an electronic coupon 
book for all participants. 
 
Veterans Day Brighthouse Field Event – Working with four hotels along the US 19 corridor, we were able 
to secure 75 room nights to house members of the military who participated in this event.  Our military 
affairs committee also helped organize the event. 
 
Allegiant Air/Sunseeker – The latest edition of this publication is flying in seat backs on Allegiant Air.  
This edition features Clearwater Beach on the cover.  Thank you to our partners Sheraton Sand Key, 
Shephards Beach Resort, TradeWinds Island Resort and Sirata Beach Resort & Conference Center.  This 
will run November to February.  
 
Clearwater OutBack Bowl Beach Day – The event has been re-branded to recognize the sponsorship of 
the City of Clearwater and the CRCC. We would like to thank the CVB for their participation as an 
OutBack Bowl.  The event will take place at the Hilton Clearwater Beach on Wednesday, December 30.  
Both participating teams including the coaching staffs and there bands will be will participate in this 
event. 
 
WWW.Clearwaterflorida.com – We have just completed an overhaul of our tourism web site.  A new 
data base has been installed and significant content revisions have been made.  Additional upgrades will 
be made over the next several months.       
 
Dunedin Chamber of Commerce 
The Dunedin Community, especially the Dunedin Chamber, is very appreciative of all the efforts of the 

Visit St. Pete/Clearwater staff during the Florida Encounter and the Dunedin Dine Around.  It was a thrill 

to be a part of such an interesting program, with great exposure to such high caliber meeting planners.  

It was a pleasure to be able to show off our community to them.  Plus the economic impact of the 

delegates’ visit to Dunedin made a huge impact upon many businesses in our downtown.  Lots of folks 

turned out from the community to welcome the Florida Encounter visitors to Dunedin, including the 

Dunedin City Commission members, representatives from many organizations and businesses, as well as 

the New World Celts, complete with kilts and swords.  Thanks to DT, Suzanne Scully, Hortensia Simmons, 

Tina Berrien, and Sandi Greco for all they did to help orchestrate Dunedin’s participation.   

Dunedin’s Holiday Parade will take place on Saturday, December 12, 4 p.m.  The parade route starts at 

Dunedin Stadium and travels north on Douglas Ave. to Skinner Blvd.   

Old Fashioned Christmas, Dunedin’s most beloved Holiday tradition, was rescheduled due to inclement 

weather to Saturday, December 12.  It will take place immediately after the Holiday Parade, from 6 to 10 

p.m.  The event takes place in downtown Dunedin.  It’s free and open to everyone.  It will be sure to put 

you in the Holiday spirit.  Enjoy carolers, music, carriage and train rides, food samples, and much more.  

Kids can also plan a visit on Santa’s lap.   

http://www.clearwaterflorida.com/
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Largo/Mid-Pinellas Chamber Report 
The Largo/Mid-Pinellas Chamber’s new Mid-Pinellas County Hospitality Task Force has been meeting 
monthly to develop a mid-county marketing campaign to attract meeting planners and visitors. Its 
members include hoteliers, restaurants, retailers and associations.  It’s developing a Mid-Pinellas County 
Where-to-Go Guide expected to be published mid-year. 
 
The Ironman Competition’s bike route through Largo went smoothly with only minor inconvenience to 
motorists.  Businesses in the area were visited by Largo Police in advance of the race informing them 
what to expect.  Past years have seen many complaints from businesses along East Bay Drive who lose 
customer traffic with the closure of Belcher Road. This year, the event organizers and City of Largo 
representatives did a great job in building advance awareness and goodwill for those impacted. 
 
Largo Cultural Center has enjoyed several major events including a sold-out concert commemorating the 
30th anniversary of Pink Floyd’s The Wall which attracted fans of the music from throughout Tampa Bay. 
 
The Rotary Club’s Death by Chocolate event brought hundreds from throughout the region to the 
Cultural Center on Friday and even more took part in the annual Holiday Stroll at Largo Central Park on 
Saturday night. 
 
Palm Harbor Chamber of Commerce 
 
~ No Report 
 

Safety Harbor Chamber of Commerce 
Safety Harbor renewed the November through April Thursday Morning Farmer’s Market held in the 
downtown John Wilson Park at the Gazebo on Main Street.  This event draws visitors from all around 
the Tampa Bay area.  Dozens of vendors participate, and the event is an active attraction to all who 
attend. 
 
The Halloween Street Festival is well attended by hundreds of people including old folks, young couples, 
parents, children, and pets all costumed in their Fabulous Festival Finery. A particularly attractive sight 
was the small, slender shy Whippet dog, wearing a Red Superman Cape!  Downtown businesses hand 
out packaged candy and treats to Trick or Treaters, and a great time is enjoyed by all. 
The annual Wine Festival draws literally thousands of wine afficianados who gather from far and near to 
toast the fruit of the vine, and the spirits flow freely, while the crowds patronize the Main Street 
Merchants.  The Chamber receives the throngs with pleasure, and the Visitors Center is kept busy all 
evening. 
 
The Fourth Annual “Taste of Safety Harbor” was held at the famous Safety Harbor Resort & Spa, with 
scores of hungry guests enjoying the specialties of local restaurants, and socializing while they took in an 
Art Show, with exhibits by TESA, a well stocked Silent Auction, and delightful beverages.  There was 
something for everyone, from delicious vegetarian offerings, to succulent barbeque, spicy Mexican food, 
tasty paninis, and decadent desserts! 
 
Safety Harbor is proving to be a well attended focal point for festival goers from Florida’s West Coast, 
and the city goes all out to continue to attract visitors thru comprehensive TV, print, and electronic 
media outlets. 
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Seminole Chamber of Commerce 
We work really hard with the Seminole Mall Merchants Association to keep Seminole Mall open, by 
providing trade show venues (Nov. 20 & Nov. 21) and other programs, which give tourists/visitors a 
shopping destination when in town.    
 
We provided a holiday night parade Nov. 22 for locals and visitors, unfortunately, it was rained out, but 
thanks to the Treasure Island Chamber, offered them an alternative activity - Treasure Island's parade 
this Saturday. 
 
On Dec. 10, we will have a holiday open house at our Chamber office. The community is invited to drop 
by and say hello. 
 
Every day, we offer cookies and coffee or water to visitors, along with the usual tourist information 
 
We frequently do "map quests" and online searches for tourists who want to go various places 
 
We are continually updating our web site so that anyone wanting to come to Seminole will have the 
information 
 
We are constantly in touch with businesses that offer space for meetings, should anyone want to have a 
convention, and have it let me known, by using it as a venue Nov. 19 for our Chamber luncheon, that 
Seminole Library, has a beautiful new conference center, in addition to community rooms,  next to 
Congressman Bill Young's office     

 
St. Petersburg Chamber of Commerce 
The St. Petersburg Area Chamber continued to promote Pinellas County area destinations throughout 
the month of November.  

The Visitor & Information Center was busy in October promoting and providing information for several 
events including:  
Spook Central  
Weekends at Weedon Island  
Senior Health Fair  
Coffee with a Curator  
Viva Dali  
St. Pete Shuffle  
Dali Family Fun Saturdays  
Albert Whitted Airport Pancake Breakfast  
Breakfast with Dali  
Art Arbor Festival  
Florida Orchestra—Masterworks  
Roser Park Art Festival  

Sail Expo  
Bungalowfest—Historic Kenwood  
Holiday Hope  
Spiffs—International Folk Fair  
Tampa Bay Buccaneers Football  
Ribfest  
Walking Tour of Downtown  
Turkey Trot  
Chillounge  
Side Door Jazz  
Women’s Half Marathon & 5K  
And much more! 

 
Staff continues to work on several initiatives including:  
The visitor information side of www.stpete.com  
Visitor Information Center improvements  
Transportation efforts  
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The Chamber is hosting its annual Holiday Showcase & Silent Auction on Thursday, December 10 at the 
St. Petersburg Marriott Clearwater. The auction features items from area tourism vendors and 
accommodations providers. We are looking forward to another outstanding event. All our welcome to 
attend.  
 
The Chamber continues to work with area partners and the City on a commu-nity branding initiative for 
St. Petersburg. The task force has decided to continue its work in furthering the community brand of St. 
Petersburg. This effort will continue into 2010 involving many community partners.  

 
Tampa Bay Beaches Chamber of Commerce  
The Tampa Bay Beaches Chamber of Commerce Tourism Committee successfully submitted a co-
operative matching marketing grant.  This grant is designed to promote our destinations during the off 
season to help promote visitation to our area and enjoy our local attractions.  They are also in the midst 
of planning a variety of new marketing/promotion ideas for our 2010 calendar year. 
 
The TBBCoC continues to be on the forefront of the debate and leader in the opposition on offshore 
drilling.  "The Beach is our Business", our tagline is the foundation of our advocacy to keep pushing our 
elected officials to stop this effort. 
 
The TBBCoC is proud to be one of the chambers involved in the official ribbon cutting grand opening for 
the new boutique resort the Postcard Inn on St. Pete Beach.  A delightful new property! 
 
Please save the date, January 12th at the Treasure Island Yacht and Tennis Club for the TBBCoC Annual 
Dinner with guest speaker Paul Tash, Editor St. Pete Times and CEO of Times Publishing Company. 

Tarpon Springs Chamber of Commerce 
The Chamber of Commerce is noticing a very nice influx of both visitors and new residents from the 
soon-to-be frozen tundra.   
 
We welcome our new Marketing Director, Terri Wilson. 
 
Both the Sponge Docks and Historic Downtown merchants will hold their monthly Second Saturday on 
December 12th.  Downtown will hold its traditional Victorian Christmas and the Docks are planning a 
festival, including photos with Santa. 
 
Our lighted boat parade will go from the Sponge Docks to Craig Park in the Historic Downtown, the 
evening of December 12th, during the Victorian Christmas celebration. 
 
So everyone can plan ahead, Tarpon Springs has turned its Christmas Parade on December 19th, into a 
full day festival, the Holiday Hoopla.  The day begins with a Family Fun Run/Walk on the parade route, a 
1 ½ hour parade in the Historic Downtown, ending with Santa and the Bayou Bazaar (pet expo, arts and 
crafts, local businesses and a great place to look for rescue pets for Christmas.  The day ends with a four-
church Christmas Concert at 3:00 at Tarpon Avenue and S. Pinellas).  We invite everyone to stay for 
shopping and dinner. 
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January 6th is Epiphany.  The throwing of the cross is generally around noon at Spring Bayou at the west 
end of Tarpon Avenue.  Everyone is welcome to the Glendi (Party) at the St. Nicholas Community Center. 
 
Second Saturday in January will be a huge After Christmas Sale at both the Sponge Docks and the 
Historic Downtown.  We invite you for great bargains and our wonderful food. 
 
 
Upper Tampa Bay Regional Chamber of Commerce in Oldsmar 
During the month of November the Upper Tampa Bay Regional Chamber of Commerce in Oldsmar 
finished compiling information pertaining to our October 23, 24 , 25 Oktoberfest event.  The 14th Annual 
“Top of the Bay” Oktoberfest event was a huge success and attracted over 22,000 visitors over the 3 day 
period.  This was an increase of over 4,000 visitors from last year even in a downed economy.   
 
In November, this chamber submitted three grant requests to the CVB pertaining to matching marketing 
grant money in support of three of our 2010 events.  Those events include, Oldsmar Days in March, 
2010; Oldsmar Freedom Feast scheduled for Memorial Day Weekend in May of 2010 and Oktoberfest, 
scheduled for October, 2010.  We received written confirmation that our grant requests were accepted 
and will assist us in marketing these events in 2010. 
 
Also in November, the Downtown Fresh Market in Downtown Oldsmar opened again this year.  This 
event takes place every Wednesday from 9 AM until 2 PM.  This is a great opportunity to for vendors to 
show off and sell their products while at the same time “showing off” the City’s Downtown 
Redevelopment District.        
 
In December, we slow things down and have fewer chamber events and focus more on planning for 
2010.  We end the year focusing on our Holiday Business Expo scheduled for December 2nd, our semi-
annual Legislative Staffer’s Reception on December 3rd, our Annual Mayors’ Christmas Breakfast on 
December 11th (which raises funds for needy families during the holidays) and a holiday chamber mixer 
on December 16th.   
 
In 2010 we look forward to expanding our community events and tourism development.  We are excited 
about the fact that phase 3 of the Race Track Road expansion will be completed.  We lobbied our 
elected officials hard for that upgrade.  This will directly and positively impact the number of increased 
visitors and tourism that will come to our events from outside of Pinellas County.  Finally, we also look 
forward to moving into our new Chamber of Commerce Building when construction is completed in the 
fall of 2010.  We will certainly coordinate an “Open House and Ribbon Cutting event” to show off our 
new facility and our new Tourist and Visitor Welcome Center”.     
 
All of these events & other long range plans are expected to enhance the Tourism Development 
opportunities within the Oldsmar and Upper Tampa Bay Region. 
 
 


